
STANDINGSTRONG
Blackburn Center News 

PO Box 398  |  Greensburg, PA 15601-0398   |  O�ce 724.837.9540   |  Fax 724.837.3676 |  blackburncenter.org

We’re here to listen. 
Reach out to us 24/7. 
No fees. No judgment. 
Just help. 

We provide services for 
anyone whose life has been 

violence or crime.

• 24-hour hotline, providing
 support, options and
  community resources

• Counseling and therapy

• Accompaniment at hearings
  and trials

• Accompaniment at 
 emergency rooms (for 
 victims of domestic and
  sexual violence)

• Shelter (for victims of 
 domestic violence and
  their children)

All services are confi dential, 
can be anonymous and are 
available to women, children 
and men. 

24-hour hotline 724.836.1122 
or 1.888.832.2272, Deaf and 
hard-of-hearing may use VRS 
to call hotline

Blackburn Center Annual Report 2016 - 2017

Our Impact in the Community 
Each year, we provide vital support to thousands of people across Westmoreland County in two 
ways: (1) by providing a range of services to victims of violence and crime, and (2) by developing 
programs designed to end violence in our community.  These services and programs have a 
direct impact on the lives of victims, and on the lives of citizens of Westmoreland County as a 
whole, making it a better and safer place to live. Each of our client services is provided free of 
charge to clients and community members, is confidential, and can be anonymous.  We offer 
services to women, children and men, and are committed to providing services to the LGBTQ 
community.   

24-Hour Hotline: We offer a 24-hour hotline for people whose lives have been impacted by 
violence or crime.  The hotline is available to victims, their family and friends, and professionals 
who seek information about how they might be better able to meet the needs of their clients 
who are victims of violence or crime.  Hotline counselors provide crisis intervention, safety 
planning, links to resources in the community, and information about Pennsylvania’s Victims 
Compensation Assistance Program and Victim Rights.  

Between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017, Blackburn Center answered 3,040 hotline calls.  

Emergency Shelter:  We offer emergency shelter for victims of intimate partner violence and 
their children, for up to thirty days.  We work hard to ensure that our facility is secure so that our 
residents can feel safe as they work to rebuild their lives.  In addition, we can arrange for care 
and other housing for pets of people seeking shelter services. 

Between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017, Blackburn Center housed 249 adults and children 
through its emergency shelter program, providing a total of 4,217 days of shelter.

Fall 2017

A COMBINED NEWSLETTER AND ANNUAL REPORT.  This edition of Blackburn 
Center’s fall newsletter will look a little different.  We are combining the content of our 
standard newsletter with information that is typically included in our annual report.  We are 
focusing on impact through this report, to provide you with important information about how 
community dollars make a difference through Blackburn Center’s services in Westmoreland 
County.  You can find a listing of those donors on our website:  
www.blackburncenter.org/publications.

DID
YOU 

KNOW?

Research documents positive outcomes, such as decreased 
distress and improved problem solving, when crisis  
intervention is available to victims of crime. 
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Counseling & Therapy, including Support Groups:  We are 
the only organization in Westmoreland County that offers 
trauma-informed counseling and therapy services for victims of 
violence and crime, and their significant others.  These services 
incorporate a basic understanding of how trauma affects the 
life of a survivor, and focuses on core principles of safety, 
trustworthiness, choice, collaboration, and empowerment. 

Between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017, Blackburn Center 
provided a total of 9,655 hours of counseling and therapy  
to 3,675 individuals in Westmoreland County.

Legal Accompaniment: The court process can be overwhelming 
for victims of violence and crime.  We provide legal advocates 
for victims to accompany them through the legal system, 
offering them support and encouragement, and helping victims 
plan for safety.

Between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017, Blackburn Center 
provided 1,919 legal accompaniment contacts at Protection 
From Abuse (PFA) and District Justice hearings, and other 
court proceedings.

Medical Accompaniment:  Our medical advocates meet victims 
of domestic or sexual violence at the emergency room of any 
hospital in Westmoreland County at any time.  Advocates 
provide support during medical examinations, as well as 
information about resources and options available. 

Between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017, Blackburn Center’s 
medical advocates made 207 contacts with victims in  
Westmoreland County hospitals.

Community Education Programs:  We strongly believe that 
educating the community is critical in helping to end violence.  
We offer speakers for any organization interested in learning 
more about issues such as domestic violence, teen dating 
violence, sexual assault, sexual harassment, child sexual abuse, 
human trafficking, elder abuse, and fraud.

Between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017, Blackburn  
Center reached nearly 500 Westmoreland County residents 
through these community education programs.

Student Awareness Programs: We provide education and 
awareness programs to students throughout Westmoreland 
County, from pre-school through twelfth grade.  Blackburn 
Center’s Education Specialists provide presentations to students 
and teachers about domestic/dating violence, sexual assault 
awareness/prevention, and cyber-bullying/bullying awareness.

Between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017, nearly 13,000 
students and teachers participated in our awareness 
programs.

Trainings to Professionals:  We maintain relationships in key 
systems across the county that interact with victims of violence, 
providing training to support an informed and appropriate
response by each system to victims.

Between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017, Blackburn Center 
provided more than 200 trainings to over 3,000  
professionals in these systems.
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Intimate partner violence accounts for  
15% of all violent crime, according to the 
US Department of Justice.

Trauma-focused psychotherapy is the most 
effective form of treatment for healing 
from the effects of trauma, according to 
the National Center for PTSD.

The CDC estimates that approximately 
1 in 4 girls and 1 in 6 boys are sexually 
abused before the age of 18.

Pennsylvania offers three separate protec-
tion order options, including Protection from 

ders, and Protection from Intimidation orders.

Only 23% of medical professionals believe  
they had strategies that could assist victims 
of intimate partner violence, according to  
a report by the Agency for Healthcare  
Research and Quality.

The collaborative relationships that Blackburn 
Center maintains with police, the criminal jus-
tice system, health care providers, faith leaders, 
and others professionals in the community help 
provide victims with the protection and services 
they need to pursue safe and healthy lives, 
while simultaneously enabling communities to 
hold offenders accountable for their violence. 
(Office of Violence Against Women)

According to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), raising awareness 
about issues such as elder abuse can help 
decrease the incidence of this type of violence, 
which impacts 1 in 10 Americans aged 60+.

Abuse orders, Sexual Violence Protection or-



Special Projects:  We have recently undertaken a number 
of special projects that are focused on expanding the positive 
impact the agency has in the community.

•  Underserved Population (UP) Program: In 2016, we
received a grant through the Victims of Crime Act
(VOCA) to launch our UP Program, which is designed 
to reach four traditionally underserved groups of people: 
those who are (1) older adults; (2) dealing with mental 
health issues; (3) victims of human trafficking; or (4) 
living in outlying parts of the county.  Using targeted 
outreach, our UP Program team is working to ensure that 
each of these groups is better able to access our services.  
This includes establishing safe sites for service delivery
in outlying parts of Westmoreland County, partnering
with county agencies and Senior Centers to expand our
outreach, and implementing strategies to reach victims of
human trafficking.

•  Lethality Assessment:  We have partnered with several
police departments in Westmoreland County to implement
the Lethality Assessment Program, a brief screening tool to
be used by police officers at the scene of domestic violence
incidents, allowing them to identify domestic violence
victims at the highest risk of being killed by their abusers.
Law enforcement officers can then connect victims by
phone to Blackburn Center’s hotline to receive immediate
assistance based on the results of this assessment.

•  Campus Programming:  Blackburn Center is working
closely with all of the colleges in Westmoreland County
— Seton Hill, the University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg,
St. Vincent College, Westmoreland County Community
College and the Penn State New Kensington campus —
to strengthen each institution’s response to victims of
sexual assault or dating violence.  These programs provide
information to students about their rights and the services
available to them, and serve as a resource to faculty and
staff in responding to incidents of violence on their campus.

In addition, Seton Hill University and the University of Pittsburgh 
at Greensburg are partnering with Blackburn Center in a 
comprehensive campus initiative to change the attitudes and 
behaviors that perpetuate rape culture, and to challenge the 
belief that gender-based violence is inevitable. On each campus, 
the project is led by a team from administration, student life, 
and faculty and has grown into university-wide initiatives, 
with the goal of encompassing all facets of the campus and 
campus culture.  This aspect of campus programming supports 
Blackburn Center’s commitment to primary prevention.

Primary Prevention Work:  We are strongly committed to 
providing quality services to victims of crime – and believe that 

we must also work to prevent violence from occurring.  We are 
dedicated to primary prevention efforts that address the root 
causes of gender violence, including the development of the 

group consists of men who have demonstrated a willingness to 
be involved in advocating for the end of gender-based violence 
in Westmoreland County.  We are also implementing the 

county, to support athletic coaches as they address critical topics 
with their players: respectful relationships with dating partners, 

Our primary prevention efforts reach all in Westmoreland 
County through our social media and website outreach efforts, 
and through Walk a Mile in Her Shoes, our annual event to 
engage the community in speaking out against gender-based 
violence. 

Between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017, Blackburn Center’s 
FAME group has trained more than 50 men to take on the 
role of agents of change in Westmoreland County.

Community Support: We continue to receive strong support 
from the people of Westmoreland County. Our volunteers 
provide support in a number of capacities, from answering 
hotline calls to distributing literature at health fairs to helping 
with administrative tasks.  Our donors also continue to help us 
achieve our mission.  We must raise a minimum of $450,000 
from the community to continue to provide the current level of 
services, a goal that we met for fiscal year 2016/2017.
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MISSION STATEMENT
Blackburn Center advocates 
for the rights of all individuals 

to live free from domestic and 
sexual violence and other forms 

of violence by eliminating the 
root causes of this violence and 

providing for the well-being 
and safety of  

survivors/victims.

In Maryland, the use of the Lethality Assess-
ment Program has led to a 34% decrease in 
domestic violence fatalities over five years.

According to a study by the non-profit PSI, 
primary prevention efforts such as engaging 
boys and men and community mobilization 
and advocacy initiatives were most effective 
at reducing gender-based violence.

There are a variety of ways to donate to 
Blackburn Center, including through our  
website, planned giving, stock donations,  
purchasing through Amazon Smile,  
hosting your own event, and more.
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Fearless Advocates for Male Engagement (FAME) group.  This 

consent, harassment, and sexual assault.

Coaching Boys into Men Program in some school districts in the 
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Financials

Blackburn Center receives financial support and revenue from a variety of sources, including the PA Coalition Against Domestic Violence, 
the PA Coalition Against Rape and the PA Commission on Crime and Delinquency.  A major source of funding is contributions from our 
local community, including United Way of Southwestern PA, individuals, foundations, businesses, and community organizations.  This local 
support enables us to continue to provide critical services to victims of gender-based violence throughout Westmoreland County.  

Revenue & Support 

Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence (PCADV): $447,108
Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape (PCAR):  $305,291
Victims of Crime Act (VOCA):  $614,244
STOP Violence Against Women Act:  $51,287
Other Government Funding:  $75,329
Contributions:  $451,825
Other Income:  $15,433
Total Revenue and Support:  $1,960,527

Expenses 

Program Services:  $1,592,952
Management & General: $305,078
Fundraising:  $57,782
Total Expenses:  $1,955,812

Blackburn Center takes its responsibility to be a good steward of its funds seriously.  For each $1.00 of revenue and support received, 
$ .81 is spent on program services.
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