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• Accompaniment at 
emergency rooms (for 
victims of domestic and 
sexual violence)

• Shelter (for victims of 
domestic violence and 
their children)

All services are confidential, 
can be anonymous and are 
available to women, children 
and men. 

24-hour hotline 724.836.1122 

FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

November 2018

To our community partners and supporters,

On December 6, 2018, Blackburn Center marks its 42nd year of providing client services

and education in the Westmoreland County community, with the distinction of being 

recognized as a leader in this community in two key areas:  the provision of trauma-

informed services to victims of violence and crime, and the primary prevention of gender-

based violence. 

In 1975, troubled by stories of rape victims who had no place to turn for support and healing,

a group of dedicated individuals joined forces in Westmoreland County.  They formed 

what is now known as Blackburn Center.  Our organization was born of the concern of 

community members, and nourished by the energy and passion of a group of founding

mothers who pledged to work until violence and oppression was stopped.

That energy and passion lives on today.  More than at any time in our agency’s history, we’re 

hopeful about making real change in our communities because of the increased attention 

on perpetrator and community accountability for gender-based violence. Real conversations 

about these issues are taking place across Westmoreland County:  in business settings, in 

places of worship, in schools, on our campuses, and in gatherings of family and friends.  

Blackburn Center’s commitment to provide a full range of services to victims of domestic 

violence, sexual assault, and other types of crime in Westmoreland County also lives on. Our 

focus is on identifying and meeting the needs of victims of crime as we support them in the 

aftermath of the trauma that they have experienced.

We’ve had a busy year and invite you to read on to learn about the important initiatives 

and services that embody Blackburn Center’s mission and vision.  Your support and 

encouragement makes all the difference.

Sincerely,

 Sheila Confer 
Ann M. Emmerling

President, Board of Directors
Executive Director
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24-Hour Hotline:  We offer a 24-hour hotline for people whose lives have been 
impacted by violence or crime. The hotline is available to victims, their family and 
friends, and professionals who seek information about how they might be better able to 
meet the needs of their clients who are victims of violence or crime. Hotline counselors 
provide crisis intervention, safety planning, links to resources in the community, and 
information about Pennsylvania’s Victims Compensation Assistance Program and 
Victim Rights.

Emergency Shelter:  We offer emergency shelter for victims of intimate partner 
violence and their children, for up to thirty days. We work hard to ensure that our 
facility is secure so that our residents can feel safe as they work to rebuild their lives. In 
addition, we can arrange for care and other housing for pets of people seeking shelter 
services.

Counseling & Therapy, including Support Groups:  We are the only organization 
in Westmoreland County that offers trauma-informed counseling and therapy 
services for victims of violence and crime, and their significant others. These services 
incorporate a basic understanding of how trauma affects the life of a survivor, and 
focuses on core principles of safety, trustworthiness, choice, collaboration, and 
empowerment.

Legal Accompaniment:  The court process can be overwhelming for victims of 
violence and crime. We provide legal advocates for victims to accompany them through 
the legal system, offering them support and encouragement, and helping victims plan 
for safety.

Medical Accompaniment:  Our medical advocates meet victims of domestic or sexual 
violence at the emergency room of any hospital in Westmoreland County at any time. 
Advocates provide support during medical examinations, as well as information about 
resources and options available.

Community Education Programs:  We strongly believe that educating the community 
is critical in helping to end violence. We offer speakers for any organization interested 
in learning more about issues such as domestic violence, teen dating violence, sexual 
assault, sexual harassment, child sexual abuse, human trafficking, elder abuse, and fraud.

Student Awareness Programs:  We provide education and awareness programs to 
students throughout Westmoreland County, from pre-school through twelfth grade. 
Blackburn Center’s Education Specialists provide presentations to students and 
teachers about domestic/dating violence, sexual assault awareness/prevention, and 
cyber-bullying/bullying awareness.

Trainings to Professionals:  We maintain relationships in key systems across the 
county that interact with victims of violence, providing training to support an informed 
and appropriate response by each system to victims.

BLACKBURN CENTER SERVICES

BY THE NUMBERS
• 3,912 nights of shelter

• 8,928 hours of counseling/therapy

• 2,174 legal accompaniments

• 194 medical contacts with victims

•  Over 14,000 students and teachers
participated in 1,551  education programs

•  197 trainings to 5,293 professionals

•  Programs on every college campus in
the county

Our next volunteer training course will start in mid-March 
2019.  Our comprehensive training focuses on develop-
ment of active listening skills and an understanding of 
issues commonly raised by victims of domestic and sexual 
violence.  Once the training is completed, typical 
volunteer assignments may include:  taking a shift on our 
24-hour hotline, helping at our shelter, responding to a 
medical advocacy request, or participating in an education 
or public awareness program.

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, contact 
our Education Outreach Program Manager at ext. 114.

CALL FOR 
VOLUNTEERS
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On Saturday, April 13, 2019, Westmoreland County’s ninth annual 
WALK A MILE IN HER SHOES® event, the International Men’s 
March to End Sexual Assault, Rape and Gender Violence will kick 
off at St. Clair Park in downtown Greensburg.  Men and women, 
families, community leaders, professionals, survivors, students, and 
residents from across Westmoreland County will walk one mile 
to raise awareness about the incidence of domestic and sexual 
violence.   Men are invited to walk in women’s high-heeled shoes as 
they join their voices with women in speaking out against the social 
norms and attitudes that perpetuate domestic and sexual violence.  
Last year, over 1,100 participants including nearly 400 brave men in 
heels, turned out to make the eighth Walk a huge success.

Male community members and leaders will proclaim their solidarity 
with the movement to end gender-based violence by walking one 
mile in women’s shoes, with women and children walking at their 
sides.  Men who choose to wear their own shoes are welcome as well!  

The Walk is scheduled to begin on April 13, 2019 at 10:00 AM, with 
registration beginning at 9:00 AM at St. Clair Park in downtown 
Greensburg.  Contact Blackburn Center through their website to 
pre-register (www.blackburncenter.org) or you may call 724-837-
9540, X 144.  Women’s high-heeled shoes will be loaned to male 
walkers, who are encouraged to register by April 1 to insure proper 
sizes are available.  In addition, walk-on registrants are welcome 
(though event planners cannot guarantee shoe availability).   
T-shirts will be available on a first come, first served basis.

Inspired by the saying, “You can’t understand another person’s 
experience until you’ve walked a mile in their shoes,” men will liter-
ally walk the talk on April 13.  While the event promises to be fun, 
it is also an important opportunity for the community to commit to 
action to end gender-based violence. 

FINANCIALS

Blackburn Center receives financial support and revenue from a variety of sources, including the PA Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence, the PA Coalition Against Rape, and the PA Commission on Crime and Delinquency.  A major source of 
funding is contributions from our local community, including United Way of Southwestern PA, individuals, foundations, 
businesses, and community organizations.  This local support enables us to continue to provide critical services to victims of 
violence throughout Westmoreland County.  

Revenue & Support 

Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence (PCADV): $447,108
Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape (PCAR):  $292,922
PCCD - Victims of Crime Act:  $684,148
STOP Violence Against Women Act:  $44,013
Other Government Funding:  $39,065
Contributions:  $539,907
Other Income:  $26,567
Total Revenue and Support:  $2,073,730

Expenses 

Program Services:  $1,644,383
Management & General: $304,747
Fundraising:  $57,767
Total Expenses:  $2,004,897

Blackburn Center takes its responsibility to be a good steward of its funds seriously.  For each $1.00 of revenue and support received,  
$ .82 is spent on program services.

MISSION STATEMENT
Blackburn Center advocates for  
the rights of all individuals to live 
free from domestic and sexual  
violence and other forms of  
violence by eliminating root causes 
and providing for the well-being 
and safety of survivors/victims.

STRONG
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We’re here to listen.
Reach out to us 24/7. 
No fees. No judgment.
Just help. 

We provide services for
anyone whose life has been

violence or crime.

• 24-hour hotline, providing
support, options and
community resources

• Counseling and therapy

• Accompaniment at hearings
and trials

• Accompaniment at
emergency rooms (for
victims of domestic and
sexual violence)

• Shelter (for victims of
domestic violence and
their children)

All services are confidential,
can be anonymous and are
available to women, children
and men.

24-hour hotline 724.836.1122
or 1.888.832.2272, Deaf and
hard-of-hearing may use VRS
to call hotline

The 9th Annual Men’s March to Stop Rape, Sexual Assault & Gender Violence

STANDING
Blackburn Center News

Spring 2018

MARK YOUR  
CALENDAR FOR 
APRIL 13, 2019



Blackburn Center provides a comprehensive range of services to 
victims of crime in Westmoreland County (see page 2 for a full 
listing) and education/engagement programs for the community. 
These services and programs have been developed with three 
principles in mind: (1) the needs of our community; (2) the impact 
we hope to have for victims and their families and friends; and (3) 
our vision of a world free from gender-based violence and other 
forms of violence.  While the core of Blackburn Center’s mission 
has not changed since our start in 1976, the scope, breadth and 
expertise in how we fulfill our mission has expanded significantly.

Blackburn Center provides expertise in the community in two 
key areas.  First, we offer trauma-informed services to victims 
of violence and crime.  Second, we work to end gender-based 
violence through primary prevention measures.

•  Trauma-informed services address the emotional and
physical needs of victims by helping them stabilize their
lives after victimization, assisting them in navigating the
criminal justice system and medical systems, and providing
for supportive services in a safe and secure environment.
Through these services, our clients gain increased coping
skills and a sense of empowerment.  They also see a
reduction in symptoms that resulted from the abuse, and
learn more about the traumatic impact of victimization.

•  Primary prevention of gender-based violence means
stopping this violence before it starts.  This includes
addressing the cultural norms that perpetuate this type of
violence, and considering the factors in our communities
that may increase the potential for these incidents to occur.
These norms and factors include hyper-masculinity, hostility
towards women, and adherence to traditional gender
norms.

Blackburn Center’s work is guided by a strategic plan.  The plan is 
organized into five focus areas:

I.   Social Transformation/Primary Prevention: to move the 
community beyond awareness of gender-based violence to full 
engagement in Blackburn Center’s mission to end this violence.

In support of the agency’s commitment to primary prevention, 
Blackburn Center works to engage the community on the ways 
our society accepts and promotes violent behavior.  We have 
moved beyond community awareness to community action in our 
programming.

This approach has five main components:

•  Partner with College Campuses:  Blackburn Center is 
working in partnership with Seton Hill University and the 
University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg to address, through 
class and campus-wide activities, rape culture and attitudes 
that perpetuate domestic and sexual violence.  Faculty, 
staff, and students are involved in incorporating prevention 
and culture change into coursework across disciplines. 
Other campuses in the county are exploring this approach. 
Blackburn Center is also working with local colleges and 
universities to strengthen the response to incidents on 
campus.

•   Work with Schools:  Blackburn Center provides 
programming in nearly all Westmoreland County school 
districts, and has developed curriculum (e.g., media literacy) 
focused on primary prevention.  In addition, the agency 
offers an eight session curriculum with a primary prevention 
focus for middle schools.

•  Engage the Community:  The agency’s website and blog,
social media strategies (Facebook and Twitter), public
engagement events (e.g., Walk a Mile in Her Shoes)
and community education (e.g., bystander intervention
and sexual harassment prevention) all invite community
members to talk about how gender norms and cultural
messages promote violence, as well as how concerned
individuals can take action.  We have expanded outreach to
men through the Fearless Advocacy for Men’s Engagement
(FAME) initiative, and to young men and boys through the
Coaching Boys Into Men project.

•   Incorporate Prevention into All Services:  Blackburn Center
finds opportunities to address primary prevention in all
aspects of our work.  For example, when the agency is
training first responders about responding to the needs of
victims, we incorporate a primary prevention message.

•  Ensure Internal Agency Congruency:  Blackburn
Center has developed a Position Statement on Social
Transformation: Ending Gender-based Violence and has
committed to incorporating initiatives in the agency’s
strategic plan. Through this process, Blackburn Center is
examining and updating agency policies and procedures to
ensure congruence with this statement.

II. Excellence in Services to Victims:  to provide a best practice
continuum of services that responds to the needs of victims of all 
types of crime and violence in the community, reflects Blackburn 
Center’s mission, and is accessible throughout Westmoreland 
County.

Blackburn Center’s service delivery model is built on the concept 
of advocacy: a core philosophy that places the victim’s needs 
above those of the system, and positions the agency as a voice 
for victims – either collectively or individually.  Blackburn Center, 
in our role as advocate, provides two assurances that may not be 

OUR SERVICES, OUR IMPACT, OUR VISION
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Addressing two key areas of concern for victims of 
violence, Blackburn Center has recently added a civil 
legal services component and is exploring possibilities for 
expanded housing supports.
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available from another provider:  confidential communication that 
is protected by statute, and sole allegiance to the victim.  

In services to victims of crime, Blackburn Center focuses on 
the impact and outcomes of these services, identifies gaps and 
barriers to services, and plans for outreach to underserved 
populations.

In 2016, Blackburn Center launched an expanded outreach 
program that now provides counseling services at more than 40 
safe sites around the county to improve access to the agency’s 
services.  With this expanded outreach program, we have initially 
focused on victims who are 65 years of age and older; victims 
who have a disability; victims of human trafficking; victims of 
crime who live in outlying parts of Westmoreland County; and 
victims of crime in the LGBTQ community, with a specific focus 
on individuals who are transgender.

Addressing two key areas of concern for victims of violence, 
Blackburn Center has recently added a civil legal services 
component and is exploring possibilities for expanded housing 
supports.

III. Excellence in Services in Education and Outreach: to
implement an education and outreach program which ensures 
that all segments of the community know about Blackburn 
Center’s services and mission, and provides comprehensive 
educational programming to students, community members, 
and professionals.

Blackburn Center’s education team presents programs in 
nearly all of the public school districts in the county; in many 
private schools, Head Start programs and pre-schools, and at 
local colleges and universities.  These programs are provided to 
children from pre-school through college.   Our education team 
has developed curriculum that is age appropriate and interactive.  
Our educational programs draw on the strengths of videos and 
other materials purchased by the agency.  

Blackburn Center also provides programs to community groups 
each year.  This type of community contact is an important 
way for us to reach a large group of residents with pertinent 
information, and also to expand the network and growth of 
new programs.  Topics can be tailored to the group’s interest or 
selected from the following list:

• Blackburn Center’s Mission and Service Focus
• Domestic Violence
• Sexual Assault
• Elder Abuse
• Human Trafficking
• Bullying/Cyberbullying
• Other Crimes
• How Can I Support Blackburn’s Mission?
• Bystander Approach: A Community Model
• Involving Men in Ending Gender-based Violence
• The Impact of Our Words
• Navigating Social Media
• Media Literacy

•  Helping a Friend who is a Victim of Dating, Domestic or
Sexual Violence

Each year, Blackburn Center staff provide hundreds of skills-
based trainings to professionals, schools, businesses, and 
community organizations on identifying, asking, and responding 
to gender-based violence and other types of violence and crime.  
Available training topics include, but are not limited to: 

•  Creating Safe and Thriving Workplaces: A Comprehensive
Approach to Harassment Prevention

• Mandated Reporting of Child Abuse
• Responding to Intimate Partner Violence in the Workplace
• Response to Trauma for Religious Leaders
•  Understanding Trauma and How that Impacts Your Work in

the Community
• A Trauma-Informed Approach in Your School or Business
•  Title IX Training for High School and Higher Education

Students, Staff and Faculty: options for students impacted
by violence in the school or campus setting

IV. Public Policy and Systems Change:  to strengthen Blackburn
Center’s ability to affect systems and public policy change.

Blackburn Center has engaged in public policy and systems 
change work since we opened our doors.  We are committed 
now to formalizing and expanding this work through a committee 
of our Board of Directors.  This committee will reach out to 
community members who can be allies in this work and will lead 
the Board and staff in focused efforts in public policy advocacy.

V.  Sustainability and Infrastructure:  to ensure that Blackburn 
Center has the resources (financial, human, community goodwill) 
and internal capacity to support our commitment to excellence in 
services, education, and primary prevention initiatives.

Blackburn Center continually assesses opportunities in the 
community to expand volunteer and financial support of our 
services.  In addition, we focus resources on training for staff, 
volunteers, and Board members; exploring enhancements to 
services through technology advancements; and evaluating the 
effectiveness and efficiency of our work on a regular basis.

Blackburn Center provides programs to community groups 
each year.  This type of community contact is an important 
way to reach a large group of residents with pertinent 
information.



The levels of giving represent the total of gifts 
from July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018.

BUSINESSES
Anonymous
1st Summit Bank
Akoya
All Gel, Inc.
Amazon Smile
Amcom Office Systems
Art & Frame Gallery
AssetGenie, Inc.
Baltimore Life Insurance Co.
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
Big Ed’s Jerky, Inc.
BRW Consulting, LLC
Carol Harris Staffing, LLC
Carpenter Construction, Inc.
Collections by Marty
Commercial Bank & Trust of PA
Drew Pullion Flooring
Eat’n Park Hospitality Group
Enscoe Long Insurance Group, LLC
Erie Insurance Group
Excela Health Community Relations
Excela Health Latrobe - EPIC Rehab Unit
Excela Health - Westmoreland 2D PCU
Express Scripts
First National Bank
Gibson-Thomas Engineering Co, Inc.
Greater Latrobe-Laurel Valley  
 Regional Chamber of Commerce
Kattan-Ferretti Insurance
Kepple-Graft Funeral Home, Inc.
KLA Construction, Inc.
Latrobe Specialty Metals
Loyalhanna Realty
Maher Duessel
Markosky Engineering Group
Michael T. Blissman CPA, & Company, LLC
Mullen Refrigeration Service, Inc.
Nature’s Way Food Market
Network for Good
Norman Alan Company, LLC
Pace Industries, Airo Division
PNC Wealth Management
Quadrant Engineering Plastic Products, Inc.
QuatriniRafferty, P.C.
QuatriniRafferty Staff
Ramada Greensburg Hotel and 
 Conference Center
Rich’s Parkside Den, Inc.
Sendell Motors, Inc.
Sensational Showstoppers
Sharp Image Hair Design & Day Spa, Inc.
Smail Auto Group
Somerset Trust Company
Standard Bank of Greensburg

Stewart, McArdle, Sorice, et al
Toyota of Greensburg
Tuscano - Maher Roofing
Tuscano Agency
Wes-Mel, Inc.
Westmoreland Case Management  
 & Supports, Inc.
Westmoreland Community Action
Westmoreland Community Federal Credit Union
Westmoreland County Assistance Office Staff
Westmoreland County Housing Authority Staff
Westmoreland County Treasurer
Westmoreland Cultural Trust
Westmoreland Federal Savings

ORGANIZATIONS
Anonymous
Adelphoi USA
American Slovak Society of Bradenville
Amvets Post 85 - Ladies Auxiliary
Arona United Methodist Church
Artisans of Hands and Hearts
Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church
BPW of Latrobe
BPW of Ligonier Valley
Bushy Run Lions Club
Calvary Lutheran Church -  
 Evangelism Committee
Calvary United Methodist Church - 
 Mission Committee
Calvin United Presbyterian Church -
 Deacon’s Fund
Calvin United Presbyterian Church - 
 Women’s Association
Caring & Sharing - Greater Greensburg 
 Area Facebook Group
Charter Oak United Methodist Women
Chestnut Ridge Lions Club
Christ United Church of Christ
Christ’s Church - Ladies’ Bible Study
Church of St  Anne - Holy Name Society
Community United Methodist Church
Community United Presbyterian Church -
 Women’s Association
Community Women’s Club of Level Green
Congruity Presbyterian Church
Crisis Text Line Counselors
Denmark Manor United Church of Christ
Derry First United Methodist ChurchWomen
Early Learners, LLC
East Huntingdon Lioness Club
East Suburban Unitarian Universalist Church
Excela Health - Evening with the  
 Stars Committee
Faith United Methodist Church - Tabitha Circle
Faith United Methodist Church -  
 Women’s Group
First Baptist Church of Greensburg
First Church of the Brethren of Ligonier
First Evangelical Lutheran Church
First Presbyterian Church of Greensburg

First Presbyterian Church of Murrysville
First Presbyterian Church Women of Irwin
First Presbyterian Church -  
 Women’s Association
First Trinity United Church Of Christ -  
 Fellowship Club
First United Church of Christ
First United Methodist Church
Fraternal Order Of Eagles - AERIE #1612
GFWC Murrysville Woman’s Club
GFWC Town and Country Woman’s Club
Girl Scout Troop  36801
Graff Daycare Home
Greater Latrobe Education Association
Greek Catholic Union of USA - District 4
Greensburg Area Singles
Greensburg-East Hempfield Lions Club
Harrison City Area Woman’s Club
Harrold Middle School
Harrold Zion Lutheran Church - Women of the  
 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Harrold Zion Lutheran Church
Hempfield Area HS Student Council
Hempfield Garden Club
Heritage United Methodist Church
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church - Women of the  
 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Jeannette Business Association
Kiwanis Club of Greensburg
Knights of Columbus No. 2648
Latrobe Elementary School Faculty & Staff
Latrobe Elks No. 907 BPO Elks
Latrobe Presbyterian Church
Latrobe United Presbyterian Church
Latrobe Veterans Home Association
Madison United Methodist Church
Manor Presbyterian Church - 
 Women’s Association
Maplewood United Presbyterian Church
Mental Health America of  
 Westmoreland County
Middle Presbyterian Church
Murrysville Christian Concern, Inc.
Murrysville Women’s Club
New Hope Presbyterian Church
Norwin Christian Church
Norwin Lions Club
PA Department of Human Services
Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape
Private Industry Council
Quality Time Ministries
Red Satin Dolls
Rehoboth Presbyterian Church Deacons
Reunion Presbyterian Church -  
 Women’s Association
Rotary Club of Greensburg
Ruffs Dale Book Club
Saint Paul Parish Rosary Altar Society
Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church
Scottdale Beta Y Gradale
Second Baptist Church
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Seton General Assembly 4th Degree -
 Knights of Columbus - Greensburg
Seton Hill University
Seton Hill University - Art Therapy Students
Seton Hill University - Physician Assistant’s Club
SNPJ Lodge No. 223
St. Anne Church - Christian Mothers
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton - Christian Mothers
St. Emma’s Retreat House
St. John’s Harrold United Church of Christ
St. Paul Lutheran Church - Women of North  
 American Lutheran Church
St. Vincent Basilica Parish -Social Ministry
St. Vincent College - Psi Chi
Super Seniors of Westmoreland County
The First Baptist Church - Ester Circle
The Tabitha Society
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
Trinity United Church of Christ - 
 Women’s Association
Trinity United Methodist Church - 
 Missionary Fund
Trinity United Methodist Church
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 
 Ligonier - Beulah Rosen Committee
United Methodist Church
United Methodist Church of Waterford
United Way of Southwestern PA
University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg
University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg -
 Academic Villages
University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg -
 Criminal Justice Club
Valley School of Ligonier
West Newton United Presbyterian Women
Westmoreland City Primitive Methodist
 Church - Sunday School
Westmoreland County Community College
Westmoreland LGBT Community
Women in the NAACP - Greensburg/
 Jeannette Branch
Youngwood Lions Club
Youngwood Lodge 23 LOOM
Zion’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

FOUNDATIONS
Anonymous
The Allstate Foundation
CentiMark Foundation
Dollar Bank Foundation
FirstEnergy Giving Foundation
Funds Administered by The Community  

Foundation of Westmoreland County:
Geiser Acuff Charitable Fund 
James and Kathleen Bendel Fund
Penn Pals Fund
Susanna and Bussy Bowman Charitable Fund

FISA Foundation
The Hauser Family Trust
Jim & Beth Hergenroeder - Family Legacy Fund

Kennametal Foundation 
Nick & Mary Pavlakovic Charitable Fund
The Pittsburgh Foundation 
Quindlen Family Trust Fund
McFeely-Rogers Foundation
Standard Charitable Foundation
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Schaab Memorial Foundation
The TJX Foundation, Inc.
The Smiy Family Foundation
UPS Foundation

INDIVIDUALS
CHANGE AGENT
($5,000 and up)
Anonymous
Mrs. Lucy Ann Conrad
Mr. Peter Nordby

CHAMPION
($2,500-$4,999)
Anonymous
Mr. Michael Foy
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Kenawell
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Lupson
Mr. and Mrs. A. Frank Petrosky
Mr. James McKenna, Jr.
Mr. Nicholas T. Passaro

CATALYST
($1,000-$2,499)
Anonymous
Jon Amundson
Dr. Donna Balewick
Mr. Chad Butina
Ms. Joann Clutter
Ernie and Ann Emmerling
Frank Kleshinski and Mary Ann Gawelek
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Hays
Mr. and Mrs. Dana Kaylor
Mrs. Barbara Nakles
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Osborn
Mr. and Mrs. Theo Van De Venne

 INNOVATOR
($500-$999)
Anonymous
Mark and Beth  Babyak
Mr. Len Caric
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Carpenter
Mr. Richard Douds
Mr. Rick Fogle
Ms. Susan Greenberg
Ms. Ashley Grzelewski
Mr. and Mrs. James Hergenroeder
Mark and Joy Klohonatz
Dr. Herbert Kramer
John and Stephanie Kuzmkowski
Ms. Jaqueline McClane
Ms. Melissa Rader
Ms. Catherine Raphael

Mr. Philip Tooch
Ms. Kristy Trautmann
Ms. Linda Werner

ADVOCATE
($250-$499)
Anonymous
Ms. Julie Ankrum
Ms. Karen Bierer
Dr. and Mrs. Angelo DeMezza
Dr. Terrance E. DePasquale
Ms. Clare Dooley
Ms. Georgine Dorundo
Ms. Hazel M. Duffy
Ms. Lauren Farrell
Mr. and Mrs. F.C. Gall, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. George Geiser
John and Lori Gerthoffer
Ms. Mindy Goodlin
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Mauder
Mrs. Jean McKenna
Ms. Mary Phan-Gruber
Ms. Jacqueline Roccasecca
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Stawicki
Ms. Eileen Stewart Cox
Ms. Lori Stripay
Dr. Charmaine R. Strong
Ms. Cheryl Tennant
Drs. George and Michelle Toohey
Ms. Debra Trevellini
Mr. Gregory A. Zambano

PARTNER
($100-$249)
Anonymous
Ms. Linda Assard
Ms. Kathleen Bacha
Mr. and Mrs. James Bendel
Ms. Gayle Blansett
Bill and Linda Blick
Ms. Patricia Bogdan
Ms. Mary Boyle
Ms. Ellie Bridge
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Brunner
Ms. Jewel Burns
Ms. Becky Campbell
Mr. Marc Campbell
Mr. Robert Carpenter, Jr.
Dr. J. Stephen Carter
Ms. Dianne Ciccarelli
Ms. Shirley Clements
Dr. Sheila Confer
Mr. Blane Cook
Ms. Darlene Craig
Mr. and Mrs. George Craig
Ms. Vicky Daniska
Ms. Linell Davis
Mr. and Mrs. John Deegan
Ms. Dona DeFelice
Ms. Deanna Della Vedova
The Honorable and Mrs. Joseph Demarchis
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Ms. Louisa Dieck
Dr. David Droppa
Ms. Diane Eldridge
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Evans
Mr. Vern Flack
Ms. Paula Fortunato
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Frantz
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence E. Freedberg
Jett Fuller
Ms. Rebecca Gardner
Mr. Dennis Genard
Dr. Catherine E. Giunta
Mr. J. Anthony Glasstetter
Ms. Lori Govora
Ms. Teresa Gross
Mr. Richard M. Harrold
Mr. John Hatfield
Ms. Martha Henninger
Ms. Margaret Hildebrand
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hopkinson
Ms. Carley Huffman
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Huls
Ms. Marianne Jew
Dr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Joseph
Ms. Cindy Karstaedt
Ms. Arlene P. Kendra
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kozakiewicz
Mr. and Mrs. William Kozakiewicz
Ms. Maureen O. Krautz
Mr. and Mrs. Martin T. Kuzmkowski
Ms. Mary E. Lamantia
Mr. John McMahon
Ms. Robin Sue Meadows
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mickey
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Mikita
Mr. and Mrs. David Miller
Dr. Cindy Missildine Benz
John and Jeanne Murtha
Neal and Karen Myers
Mr. Robert Noel
Dr. and Mrs. Nawaf Nseir
Ms. Phyllis J. O’Hara
Ms. Colleen Ondriezek
Ms. Teresa Pajak
Mr. Gregory Pascale
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Pavlakovic
Ms. Yolanda Pavloff
Ms. Laurie Prenatt
Ms. Debra Ramsay
Dr. and Mrs. James K. Ramsay
Ms. Mae Reale
Ms. Catherine Reeves
Mr. David Riehl
Ms. Irene Rothschild
Ms. Theresa Rusbosin
Jeff and Norma Samide
Ms. Veronica Schilling
Bruce and Sarah Shirey
Ms. Carol Smolka
Mr. Matthew Snider
Ms. Autumn Stankay

Ms. Lisa Stickel
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Stuckey
Mr. Jerry Supko
Ms. Glenda Testa
The Reverend John Titus
Ms. Ruth Tolbert
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Tyler
Ms. Dana Van Kirk
Ms. Kathleen Varnise
Mr. Paul Ward
Ms. Helen Wasil
Bobbi Watt Geer
Ms. Anne-Marie Welty
Mr. and Mrs. David Williams
Jamie Woody
Ms. Bessie Wright
Ms. Mildred Zornan Sweeney

ALLY
(up to $99)
Anonymous
Ms. Beth Alwine
Ms. Linda Andrews
Mr. Robert Ansell
Ms. Melanie Ansell
Mrs. Jeanne Anton
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Atkinson
Dr. and Mrs. Bill Aukerman
Mr. William Barker
Ms. Debbie Bill
Ms. Isabel Blackburn
Berny and Betsy Borza
Mr. Tony Botti
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bove
John and Sheri Boyle
Mr. and Mrs. W. Barry Brautigam
Joellen Bruno and William Cline
Ms. Beth Butala
Ms. Sandra W. Carlson
Ms. Faith Cavallo
Mr. and Mrs. Dimitri Cerreti
Ms. Karen Chobirko
Susanna Choi and John McCarthy
Ms. Jennifer Christofano
Ms. Audra Clark
Ms. Mary Jane Clark
David and Sandy Cofer
Wayne and Eddy Confer
Lou and Joanne Congelio
Ms. Laurie Connors
Thomas and Betty Conrad
Dr. and Mrs. William B. Courtney
Ms. Georgia K. Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Crevak
Mr. Jeremy Dalle Tezze
Mr. Thomas Daughenbaugh
Ms. Donna Daugherty
Ms. Valerie Davin
Ms. Rebecca Demuth
Anthony and Cathy DeNunzio
Ms. Margaret Derose-Pavlick

Mr. Edward G. Duncan
Ms. Patricia Eberts
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Emmerling
Mrs. Virginia Essey
Mr. and Mrs. Cyrl Evans
Ms. Karen Evans
Ms. Karen Fairgrieve
Ms. Carolyn S. Falcon
Ms. Melissa Fassio
Ms. Michelle Ferretti
Mr. and Mrs. James Fields
Ms. Gretchen Flock
Dr. Bernadette Fondy
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Francia
Ms. M. Darlene Frederickson
Mrs. Josie Funari
Mr. James Galik
Mr. and Mrs. John Gera
Mr. Steven Gifford
Gay Gipson
Ms. Mary Beth Girardi
Mr. John Goettlicher
Ms. Kari Guthrie
Ms. Mary Gogul Kelley
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Halden
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Hays
Mr. and Mrs. David Heide
Richard Heil and Judith Knapp
Ms. Janice Heming
Ms. Andrea Hoak
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Holmes
Ms. Donna Honse
Ms. Lee Jamison
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Jellison
Ms. Ellen Katter
Mrs. Eileen E. Katter
Mr. Jared Kelley
Mr. and Mrs. David Kelly
Ms. Mary Ann Laber-Kopach
Ms. Susan Knight
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel P. Lawson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Lee
Ms. Bonnie Lewis
John and Virginia Lieberman
Mr. and Mrs. David Long
Ms. Sally Loughran
Ms. Peggy Love
Ms. Wendy Lynn
Ms. Ginny Manns
Ms. Christine S. Mansour
Ms. Linda Marchand
Ms. Kim Marker
Ms. Janemarie Marshall
Ms. Eleonora Marsili
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Mastrorocco
Ms. Cheryl McCabe
Ms. Ruth E. McDonald
Ms. Barbara McKenna
James and Penny Moon
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Morrison
Brandon and Alecia Moss
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Ms. Heather Neal
Ms. Patty Neil
Dr. Keith Neill
Ms. Karie Oblak
Mr. James O’Connor
Ms. Susan O’Donnell
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Oles
Ms. Carol Palmer
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Park
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Patun
Ms. Pat Piper
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Poerschke
Ms. Erin Pohland
Ms. Louise Pritts
Ms. Courtney Proctor
Ms. Kellie Prola
Ms. Marlene Quinn
Ms. Susan Rack
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Reale
Mrs. Johann Reeder
Ms. Mary Kathryn Ridenour
Mr. Michael Rosinski
Ms. Delilah Rumburg
Ms. Betty Rushbrook
Ms. Abigail Scanga
Ms. Lara Schenck
Mrs. Marie Schietroma
Mr. Jack Scott
Ms. Carrie Sedinger
Ms. Ina Seibert
Reverend Jay Shaffer
Ms. Mary Shaffer
Mr. and Mrs. David Sherbondy
Mr. Charles T. Short
Jerold and Shirley Shpargel
Ms. Laura Shtur
Ms. Jean Slusser
Ms. Nancy Smith
Ms. Jeanne Smith
Ms. Joyce Somers
Ms. Rebecca Spurlock
Ms. Yvonne Stack
Mr. and Mrs. Byron Stahl
Ms. Cheryl Stewart
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Stillman
Ms. Susan Stripay
Ms. Catherine Stupar
Ms. Jackie Timko
Ms. Virginia Turner
Ms. Joan Vernail
Ms. Carole Verscharen
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Vivio
Daniel Wallace
Ms. Nancy J. Wallis
Senator Kim Ward
Ms. Cindy Watson
George and Marilyn Welsh
Ms. Beverley Werner
Ms. Ashlyn Whalen
Ms. Jacqueline S. Williams
Sue and Dale Wiseman

Ms. Lisa Wolfe
Ms. Mary Ann Wolfe
Mrs. Cindy Woods

GIFTS IN KIND
Ms. Alison Agnew
Ami and Eric Akins
American Legion Auxiliary #981
Ms. Kathleen Ammon-Prisbylla
ARAMARK - Seton Hill University
Tony and Teri Arlotta
Bill and Joelyn Aukerman
Ms. Alison Beeghly - Beeghly and Company  
 Jewelers
Ms. Michele Belak
Mr. and Mrs. James Bendel
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Benton
Blue Sky Sign Co, LLC
Ms. Johnette Boyd
Ms. Suzanne Brewer
Ms. Nicole Bridge
Brilhart Hardware
Ms. Angela Brinker
Brownie Troop 26185
Calvary Lutheran Church -
 Evangelism Committee
Ms. Becky Campbell
Carpe Diem - AAUW
Marshall and Janet Casale
Dr. Kathleen F. Catalano
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Charley
Charter Oak MOPS
Christ’s Church Ladies’ Bible Study
Christ’s Lutheran Church
Ms. Bessie Churchfield
Tony and Suzanne Coccagna
Community United Methodist Church
Community United Presbyterian
 Church - Women’s Association
Dr. Sheila Confer
Wayne and Eddy Confer
Ms. Marilyn Costic
Dairy Queen Grill & Chill
Ms. Deanna Demezza
Denmark Manor United Church of Christ
Sam and Doris Dickson
Disability/Clerical Unit 2
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dominick
Dunkin’ Donuts
Elegant Catering
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
Ms. Linda Engwer
Eric Smith Salon
Ms. Alice Erling
Excela Health - Frick Hospital -
 Emergency Room Staff
Excela Health - Westmoreland - 
 Imaging Department
Family Video
Ms. Darla Federinko
Ms. Julie Ferrero Marker

Ms. Sarah Ferri
First Baptist Church of Greensburg
First Presbyterian Church of 
 Greensburg - Board of Deacons
First Reformed United Church of Christ
First United Church of Christ -
 Sunday School Children
Ms. Angela Fox
Friends Who Count
Ms. Nicole Fryer
James and Sherri Sue Gardikes
Gato Enterprises
Ms. Julia Gerbec
GFWC Town and Country Woman’s Club
Girl Scout Troop 36801
Girl Scout Troop 22202
Ms. Marge Goodman
Grandma’s Country Oven Bake Shoppe
Greater Latrobe-Laurel Valley
 Regional Chamber of Commerce
Greater Latrobe Junior High School
Ms. Susan Greenberg
Greensburg Garden and Civic Center
Greensburg Salem High School - 
 Ms. Audia and Art Class Students
Greensburg Salem High School - 
  Ms. Glowa and Performing Arts Students
Greensburg Salem Middle School - 
 Ms. Tarris and Art Class Students
Greensburg Salem School District
Robert and Nancy Hays
Hearts and Hands Quilt Guild
Hempfield Area Senior High School
 Girls Volleyball Team
Hempfield Garden Club
Hempfield Township Park & Recreation
Ms. Judy Henry
Herminie United Methodist Church
Holiday Park Baptist Church -
 Laughalotte Book Club
Monte and Carolyn Holland
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Holmes
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church -
 Christian Mothers
Indian Head Church of God
Ms. Kim Jackson
Jeannette Lions Club
Mr. Kirk Junker
Keller Williams Realty
Kennametal Inc.
Mr. Chris Kitas
Ms. Carolyn Kowalyk
Kowatch’s Helping Hands Electric
Ms. Natalie Krivoniak
Ladies Circle - Greensburg
Little Larry Joe’s DJ Service
Latrobe United Methodist Church - 
  Stephen Ministry Team
Ms. Melinda Leamer
LECOM at Seton Hill University
Ms. Olivia Ledbetter
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Locally Raised Little Ones
Mr. Ryan Lynch
Ms. Jean Marchok
Ms. Mary Rose Martinelli
Ms. Barbara McAnany
Ms. Lois McMuldren
Ms. Donna Merritts
Ms. Evelyn Messmer
Ms. Andrea Mills
Donald and Rose Morozowich
Brad and Heather Muchnok
Ms. Jane Murtland
Newlonsburg Presbyterian Church
Norwin Christian Church
Norwin Middle School - Interact and 
 Connect Group Students
Ms. Camille O’Neil
Ms. Staci Orbell
Overly’s Country Christmas
Romayne Palumbo and Family
Pawn and Jewelry Exchange
Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape
Penn Trafford Leo Club
Penn Zion’s Lutheran Church - Project Hope
PEO Sisterhood, Chapter AJ
Ms. Kelly Perney
Ms. Erin Pohland
Ms. Carol Potthoff
Ms. Edythe Prettiman
QuatriniRafferty, P.C.
RK Mellon Elementary School
Reunion Presbyterian Church Women
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Rosatti
Ms. Barbara Ross
Ms. Stacey Ross
Ms. Beth Rotto
Saint Alban’s Anglican Church
Sam’s Club - Greensburg
James and Tammy Scanga
Judy and Stephen Schafer

SCI Department of Corrections
Scottdale Mennonite Comfort Zone
Sendell Motors, Inc.
Seton Hill University
Signs In One Day
Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill
Ms. Randi Smail
Ms. Nancy Smith
Ms. Michelle Smith
Ms. Tina Smorey
Ms. Joyce Somers
Somerset Trust Company
St. John’s United Church of Christ
St. Agnes Christian Mothers
St. Agnes Church - Vacation Bible School
 and Faith Formation Families
St. Barbara Penn Township Food Bank
St. Edward Church
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton - Christian Mothers
St. John’s Harrold United Church of Christ
St. Matthias Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. Michael of the Valley Episcopal Church
St. Regis Church
St. Vincent Basilica Parish - Social Ministry
St. Vincent College
St. Vincent College - Psi Chi
St. Vincent Knitting Ministry
Standard Bank of Greensburg
Ms. Melanie Stefanic
Ms. Natalie Stobert
Ms. Lori Stripay
Target 2114
Mr. Craig Tatro
Team Friends
Ms. Cheryl Tennant
Texas Roadhouse - Greensburg
The Nest Restaurant
The Thrivent Community - Loyalhanna Group
Ms. Letitia Tomlinson
Tree of Life Assembly of God Church

Ms. Deb Trevellini
Trinity United Methodist Church
Ms. Gail P. Uliano
Uncle Charley’s Sausage Company
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
United Spartans Club
University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg
University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg -
 Millstein Library
US Foods
USDA FSIS FO - Employees
Valley Dairy
Ms. Kathleen Varnise
Ms. Meghan Ventresca
VFW Post 33
Ms. Celia Vuich
Ms. Lisa Wally
Walmart 2059
Wellspring Chiropractic
Ms. Joan Wesley
West Hempfield Presbyterian Church
Westmoreland Area Nurses Association
Westmoreland Case Management & 
 Supports, Inc.
Westmoreland County Chamber of Commerce
Westmoreland County Community Collect
Westmoreland County Community College
  -  Horticulture Club
Westmoreland County Community College
 - Science Hall
Westmoreland County Juvenile Probation
Westmoreland Professional Marketing Group
Westmoreland Walks
Wheeler Brothers, Inc. - WBI Charity Squad
Ms. Tessie Williams
Ms. Susan Wisneski
Ms. Bridget Young
Yenise Zimmerman
Carol Zornan and Carrie Ferguson
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Board of Directors
Jerry Supko, President 
Sheila Confer, Vice President
Becky Campbell, Secretary
Len Caric, Treasurer
Clare Dooley
Lauren Farrell 

Christine Mohler-King
Irene Rothschild 
Ruth Tolbert
David von Sc ichten
Anne-Marie Welty

Ann Emmerling, Executive Director

Blackburn Center is funded in part by United Way of Westmoreland County, PA Department of Public Welfare funds, including Title XX 
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April is
Se ual 
Assault

Awareness Month

Blackburn Center is funded in part by United Way of Southwestern Pennsylvania, PA Department of Public Welfare funds, including Title XX 
and Act 44 funds, foundations, and local contributions. A copy of official registration and financial information for Blackburn Center may be 
obtained from the PA Department of State by calling within Pennsylvania 1.800.732.0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

We extend our sincere appreciation to all of our supporters.

Blackburn Center has endeavored to include everyone who suppported our agency in the 2017/2018 fiscal year; 
we apologize if we have made an error. Please telephone the administrative office at 724.837.9540, x144 
if a correction is necessary.

A copy of official registration and financial information for Blackburn Center my be obtained from the PA  
Department of State by calling within Pennsylvania 1.800.732.0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

STANDINGSTRONG
Blackburn Center News 
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• Accompaniment at 
emergency rooms (for 
victims of domestic and 
sexual violence)

• Shelter (for victims of 
domestic violence and 
their children)

All services are confidential, 
can be anonymous and are 
available to women, children 
and men. 

24-hour hotline 724.836.1122 




